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License notes

This ebook is licensed for your
personal enjoyment only. No one part of this ebook can be used
without written permission of the Author.

 

The publication is a chronological
record of events that occurred in Mohammed Mahmoud street which
connects Tahrir Square with the building of the Ministry of
Interior.

The street became the main battleground for street fighting between
the demonstrators and the police. The street changed entirely for
18 long days and nights.










Chapter 1
Introduction


 

Mohammed Mahmoud street is one of the
many Downtown streets. It is not very different from the other
streets of this district of Cairo. There are shops, restaurants,
marketplace… People living here are amicable and friendly

The life on Mohammed Mahmoud street
goes at usual pace, just like on every other street in this
district of the city – people go shopping, meet their friends,
prepare food, spend their time out on the roofs of old tenements.
Everything is so normal. And then, on one winter day this normality
disappeared and everything became completely different… and this
happened on

the day of 25th January, 2011.










Chapter 2
January 25, 2011


 

12:30 to 03:00p.m.
 In the streets of the
centre of Cairo you can see police officers armed with truncheons,
out in the city already from the early hours, who instead of making
preparations for the big parade on occasion of their day, set about
closing off more and more streets to traffic.

At Tahrir Square, in the very centre of the city, there is a group
of demonstrators, growing bigger with every minute. This day is the
day of their anti-government protest. They demand social
improvements for the needy, as well as higher and fair payment for
their work. They also want the president to resign from his
position.

 

04:30p.m.

The police close off all of the streets that lead to Tahrir in
the centre of Cairo, so that the protesters are not able to leave
the Square and „overrun” Downtown where the most important
government buildings are located. The air gets filled with tear gas
for the first time – this way the security services attempt to
disperse the protesting crowd.

 

06:00 to 08:00p.m.
 The demonstration at
the Square continues. The police shot rubber bullets at the crowd.
A cloud of tear gas hovers above the centre; the substance is
harmful not only to the eyes, but also to the entire respiratory
system.

 

11:30p.m.

Suddenly, the centre of the city becomes silent; there are no
passers-by in the nearby streets, the traffic is still closed off.
Peace and quiet all around – is this still Cairo?










Chapter 3
January 26, 2011


Life in Egypt continues on a usual basis; there is still a small
group of protesters at Tahrir Square, along with the police
watching them, but the surrounding streets become vibrant with life
once more, just like only two days ago. The capital’s residents
once again rush to cafes and restaurants to meet with their
families and friends and enjoy Turkish tee or just to smoke
shisha.










Chapter 4
January 27, 2011


The weekend arrived, which means that the streets of Cairo,
especially these in the centre, get lively and hectic. Yet, in
comparison to the previous Thursday, something is different –
people seem sad, deep in thought; their eyes betray anxiety.










Chapter 5
January 28, 2011


 

12:00 to 12:30p.m.

Like every Friday, at noon the whole city is deep in prayer. At
present, the people pray not only in mosques, but also on the
streets in the centre of the city.

 

12:45p.m.

There is a commotion near Tahrir Square. According to former
announcements, the city’s residents gather at the Square to fight
once again for the president’s resignation, change of the
government, improvement of social conditions and fair payment for
their work. The police start shooting tear gas at those trying to
get to Tahrir.

 

04:30p.m.

Tahrir Square fills up with protesters, but the police units also
grow in number. They check the ID of anyone appearing in the centre
of the city, and detain anyone criticizing the president or the
government aloud. Security services use force against those
offering resistance; they hit people with wooden truncheons. Mass
arrest begins…

 

11:30p.m. to 01:30a.m.

The streets become bright with flames of cars set on fire by the
protesters…










Chapter 6
January 29, 2011


 

09:00a.m. to 03:00p.m.

Gunfire can be heard in the city from the early morning hours. The
police make another attempt at dispersing the crowd gathered at
Tahrir. The air is permeated with tear gas in the form of a giant
cloud, which causes serious problems with breathing…

 

06:00p.m.

Muezzin announces the time for prayer. The protesters start praying
not only at the Square, but also on the surrounding streets. The
police hold their fire at last. Not for long, though.

 

07:00 to 09:30p.m.

It is really dangerous. Special armoured police cars equipped with
machine guns enter the streets of Cairo…

 

10:00p.m. to 1:00a.m.

The city is on fire. The building of the Ministry of Taxes, located
on one of the main streets leading to Tahrir, is in flames…










Chapter 7
January 30, 2011


 

10:00a.m. to -1:00p.m.

The day is exceptionally warm and sunny; a deep-blue sky looks down
at the city of Cairo. However, it is only enough to look at the
streets around Tahrir Square to see that it’s not the same city as
it used to be only a week ago. All the shops, restaurants, cafes
and cash machines are destroyed; the streets are covered with
garbage and grey wrecks of cars burnt the day before. The city is
enveloped in silence, a silence that can be heard. And the people?
They remain mute and deep in thought…

 

03:50p.m.

Silence is broken by the roar of a couple of military F16 flying
over the centre…










Chapter 8
January 31, 2011


 

10:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.

The owners of local shops try to secure the goods that somehow were
not stolen. Shopkeepers sell what is left of their goods, and
people buy everything – bread, tea, tinned food. You are not able
to get cigarettes or pre-paid cards, though. Daily press is
available again, but only in Arabic. People walk through and around
Tahrir Square, watching the destroyed and plundered restaurants,
cafes and shops in disbelief. They are silent, lost in thought and
calm, but their eyes betray fear. They seem to look for the answer
to the question of what happens next – in an hour, in one day.

 

02:00p.m.

Armed soldiers are everywhere; on every street in the centre of the
city…










Chapter 9
February 01, 2011


 

9:45a.m. to 06:00p.m.

With each hour, the centre fills up with more and more protesters
heading for Tahrir Square. They announce a march of a million from
Tahrir to Heliopolis where the president resides. This way, they
want to make him resign from his position.

 

11:00p.m.

All TV stations broadcast president Mobarak’s speech, who announced
that he would not resign…










Chapter 10
February 02, 2011


 

02:30 to 06:00p.m.

The situation is dangerous. There are two opposing groups of
protesters at Tahrir and on nearby streets facing each other; one
group are the president’s opponents and the other – his advocates.
The different groups throw rocks and petrol bombs at each other.
There are more and more wounded on the streets…

 

09:30p.m.

The evening is really chilly. There is fire again on the streets of
the centre of Cairo…










Chapter 11
February 03, 2011


A campsite appears in front of the Mogamma building. It is
inhabited by protesters, who stated that they would not go away if
Mobarak does not resign. The protests that started a week ago
gradually turn into a revolution supported by most of Egyptians.
Those citizens of Cairo, who cannot actively join the
demonstrations at Tahrir Square for various reasons, support the
protests by bringing food, water and warm blankets to those who
decided to take matters in their own hands and fight for a better
future of their children.










Chapter 12
February 04, 2011


Today has been officially declared as the Day of Departure. The
government opposition encourages all citizens of Cairo to come to
Tahrir and use their presence to force Mobarak to resign. The
opponents of Mobarak and those who want him to maintain his
position until autumn elections meet again in the centre of the
city. All of the streets surrounding Tahrir Square are patrolled by
armed soldiers…










Chapter 13
February 05 to 09, 2011


There are still protesters at Tahrir, but the nearby streets
seem to be getting back to normal, to a state as it used to be two
weeks ago; cars can be seen coming back to the streets, people walk
around again, the residents begin another cleaning. Owners open
their renovated cafes and restaurants and the local shops are open
again. Evenings are quite long…










Chapter 14
February 10, 2011


 

05:00p.m.

There are armed soldiers on all the streets of the centre of Cairo;
they check the ID of anyone who wants to get to Tahrir where still
a crowd demonstrators remains. They announced that they would go
away only if Hosni Mobarak resigns from his position.

 

11:30p.m.

Another speech of Mobarak, addressed to Egyptians…

 

12:00a.m.

The protesters still occupy Tahrir Square – they demand that
Mobarak resigns immediately…










Chapter 15
February 11, 2011


 

01:30 to 05:30p.m.

A crowd of protesters gathers not only at Tahrir Square, but also
in other districts of Cairo. They want Mobarak to resign
immediately. The army patrols the whole city.

 

06:00p.m.

Hosni Mobarak resigned from his position of the president of
Egypt!!!

 

###

 

This ebook is also available as
longer version: ebook and traditional printed book that includes
coloured pictures. More details on the official website of the
author.


http://www.marthalou.elfuegoonline.pl










About the author


Martha Lou (1981) – a graduate of Cultural
Studies at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland. During the
studies she lead the field research about cultural diversity along
the eastern borderland of Poland, with special interest in
religious differences in that region.

In the years 2010 – 2011 she lived in the capital of the pharaohs
country which led her to write several books, including photoalbum
about the Revolution in Cairo. She’s also planning to publish a
book about everyday life of Egyptians in the capital.

 

Official website of the
author


http://www.marthalou.elfuegoonline.pl










Road to Tahrir - photoalbum


‘Road to Tahrir - revolution
in the heart of Cairo’

photoalbum with more than 200 coloured pictures from the heart of
the Revolution in Cairo. On sale from 25 January 2012, a year after
the beginning of mass rally that forced president Hosni Mobarak to
step down.

 

more details on the official website
of the author


http://www.marthalou.elfuegoonline.pl

###

"Revolution in Cairo" new
edition

New edition of e-book is now
available on Amazon.com 

Second edition includes colored
pictures made in the centre of Cairo during Revolution. 

###









From the same author on
Feedbooks


	


mójkair.blogspot.com
(short edition) (2012)
„Od dwóch godzin jestem w Kairze! Zrobiłam to!!! Tak jak sobie
postanowiłam pół roku wcześniej. Nie mówię, że było lekko...tak po
prostu pożegnać się z rodziną, przyjaciółmi, spakować się w jedną
dwudziesto-kilogramową walizkę, wsiąść w samolot i wyjechać. To był
trudny moment i jeszcze dwie godziny temu nie byłam pewna, czy
postąpiłam słusznie. Wystarczył jeden moment, żebym poczuła, że
jestem szczęśliwa, że jestem w domu…”

Niniejsza publikacja opisuje codzienne życie mieszkańców stolicy
Egiptu, a także porusza problemy na jakie napotyka Europejczyk,
który postanowił osiąść na stałe w tym, orientalnym i nieraz
egzotycznym, kraju.

Publikacja próbuje wyjaśnić czym jest ablucja; jaki wpływ na
codzienne życie Kairczyków ma religia; co – kiedy – i gdzie jada
się w stolicy; czym jest feluka i jak smakuje rejs po Nilu; bez
czego absolutnie to miasto nie mogłoby istnieć, a także wiele,
wiele więcej…
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