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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I
would welcome an e-mail identifying those mistakes so that I may
correct them. Also note that I have developed my own style of
writing for sermon preparation. It seems to work well for me as I
preach from the pulpit. I have elected to keep most of that style
intact. I trust it will add rather than distract from the
effectiveness while you read.

 

Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

 

I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com. Search for my name.

Upon This Rock,
A study in Baptist Doctrine

The Foot of the
Cross, these were there when Jesus died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin

Think On These
Things, Bible Study Series, Philippians

The Rapture and
Return, Bible Study Series, First and Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels








Chapter 1
THREE YOUNG MEN





Daniel 1:1-8

 

I want to look briefly at the testimonies of these three young
men.

 

I. DANIEL

Daniel 1:8

 

Although Daniel was only a child when taken into Babylon and
separated from his parents Daniel still purposed to obey God’s holy
standards and not defile himself with the King’s food.

 

Illustration:

When I was in 3rd grade I had a friend named Mark Winley.

 

Mark’s parents were a little better off financially than mine
were.

 

I will never forget going to Mark’s house after school and
eating cookies with Strawberry Quick.

 

I do not even remember that we got snacks at my home (although I
am sure we did).

 

But our snacks were not cookies and Strawberry Quick - I
guarantee!

 

I was SO impressed with Strawberry Quick that it never left
me.

 

My mom might have bought us Strawberry Quick a few times while I
was growing up, but it wasn’t often.

 

When I graduated from High School and moved out on my own - 60
miles from my folks - STRAWBERRY QUICK BECAME A MAINSTAY IN MY
DIET!

 

Every night after work I drank Strawberry Quick.

Every morning at breakfast I drank Strawberry Quick

When I stayed home on the weekends I would have Strawberry Quick
all day!

 

I don’t know what caused such a strong reaction there, but
whenever I think about finally gaining independence from my
parents, believe it or not one of my first thoughts is,

 

“I can drink all the Strawberry Quick I want whenever I
want!”

 

Daniel’s story reminds me of this.

 

There Daniel was - no longer under his parents religious
rules.

 

He was free to break away from his parents do’s and don’ts and
taste some of the “good life.”

 

As a matter of fact, if anybody has ever had a reason to
disregard what his parents taught was right and wrong, it was
Daniel!

 

He could now get in to trouble if he did obey his parents.

 

Yet freedom from his parents had nothing to do with Daniel.

 

As a young man, no longer under his parents authority,

 

He still purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself.

 

I think almost every young person I know is waiting for the day
when they will be free from their parents reign.

 

When they can taste that which their parents forbade them.

When they can defile themselves in this world’s goods.

 

Others are already on their own;  They have been released
from the rule of their parents.

 

And they are actively dishonoring God, disobeying parents and
defiling themselves.

 

You know what Daniel’s testimony would be in our
day?

 

- When he turned 18 and got his own apartment he purposed in his
heart to keep on going to Sunday School, Sunday Church, Sunday
Evening and Wednesday services!

 

- When Daniel got out on his own and went to college

He purposed in his heart to continue to do all the good
spiritual things that his parents had taught.

 

- And he purposed to keep away from those things his parents
wouldn’t let him do or have - even when his parents couldn’t
see.

 

Daniel’s testimony was one of purposing to please God even when
there were no people to force him to please God.

Even as a young man he was responsible enough t o do right
without being told.

 

And I respect Daniel for that!

 

II. DAVID

Was also a young man with a great testimony.

 

1 Sam 16:11-13, 14-23; 17 32-37

 

David was only a youngster yet I find very good qualities in
him.

 

1. He was a Hard Worker

In all of the verse we have here David was tending his father’s
sheep.

 

He was working.

 

That seems to be a failing quality among young people
today.  Not many want to work.

 

One thing about David; He wasn’t lazy!

 

You never see his dad sending David out to keep his sheep. 
He is always going to get David from the sheep!

 

What a great testimony to find young people who are hard
workers.

 

While at home they keep the house clean wash the dishes, mow the
lawn.

 

After graduating they are at work on time, miss very few days,
and work hard on the job.

 

2. David was a Good Student

 

Now, the Bible doesn’t tell us what kind of grades he got on his
report card.

 

But it does tell us that he played the harp for the King
Saul.

 

In 1 Sam 16:16 We find that they wanted some one who could “play
well.”

 

David wasn’t just a kid who could “twang away” at the harp.

 

He was good at it and that takes practice ad diligence.

 

The marks of a good student.

 

That’s also included in a good testimony.

 

Anybody can just barely get by but a good student has a good
testimony also.

 

3. David was Bold for the Lord

1 Sam 16:18

 

He was already considered a valiant man and a man of war.

 

It was not that David was some giant of a man himself but he
believed God.  1 Sam 17:37

 

David was bold enough in the Lord to believe that God could
deliver him from impossible circumstances if David was fighting on
God’s side.

 

What a testimony for God!

 

III. JOSEPH

Genesis 39:1-13

 

Joseph was 17 years old when his brothers captured him and sold
him as a slave in Egypt.

 

He didn’t get the best of starts did he?

 

In Genesis 39 we find that Joseph was bought by a prominent
Egyptian named Potiphar.

 

Potiphar was captain of the guard - which made him responsible
not only of the prison system buy also of the executions. AN
IMPORTANT MAN.

 

I am sure that Joseph wasn’t given the very best job right at
first.  Certainly as a new slave he must have had to prove
himself.

 

Put yourself in his shoes.

 

If you were 17-18 years old, were captured by your own brothers
and forced to work as a slave in a foreign land

 

WOULD YOU BE AN IDEAL WORKER?

 

All throughout Joseph’s life it seems like he was unfairly
punished but he kept a good testimony and was model in
attitude.

 

Even in prison the guards favored him.

 

He had all kinds of reason to be bitter and angry and mouth off
to his bosses.

 

But instead he kept a good testimony and all that he did
prospered in his hands

 

Why was his attitude so good?

 

Genesis 3:9 gives the answer;

 

Although Joseph faced many temptations during his life - this
verse stays true for his whole life -

 

He wouldn’t sin against God.

 

Unfairly treated, forced in to slavery and then in to prison

Yet he kept a good testimony through it all.

 

Would you be like that?

 

How do you act when you are forced to do something that someone
else is supposed to do?

 

What about being punished for something you didn’t do?

 

Or what about when the boss nails you for a mistake someone else
made?

 

Let me end this message with one last thing:

 

Both Daniel and Joseph finally became second in command under
the king, AND DAVID DID BECOME KING

 

Not all young people with good testimonies end up to be the
President

 

But I can pretty well guarantee that if a person doesn’t learn
young in life to purpose in their heart to have a good testimony
they probably won’t amount to be much.

 

You can almost always tell the ones that are going to make it,
that will make their lives count while they are still teenagers or
younger.

 

Because even at a young age they work at being like

Daniel who did right even without his parents watching

 

And David who was a hard worker a good student and bold for the
Lord

 

And Joseph who didn’t get mad just because he wasn’t treated
fairly.

 










Chapter 2
TEN TIMES BETTER





Daniel 1:1-20

 Nebuchadnezzar was, for an unsaved man, a very wise
leader.

 They say that at the age of 21 he had conquered the known
world, and he is considered to be one of the world's greatest
military geniuses.

 

 One of these wise practices that Nebuchadnezzar had was to
take several of the more promising young people from a country he
had conquered and train them in his own palace.

 These young men would be fed from the king's table, be
given all their needs for clothing and provisions from the king's
own store, and be given a new name by the king.

 

 After the young men saw all that Nebuchadnezzar had to
offer, and were convinced that a life of serving him would be a
great life, with many rewards, and after they were properly
educated, Nebuchadnezzar would assign them leadership positions-
usually in their home country.

 By allowing natives to rule over countries he had
conquered, Nebuchadnezzar was able to maintain a more peaceful rule
over his large domain.

 

 Daniel and his three friends were slated for that kind of
training.

 

 Nebucadnezzar gave them new names.

 He also appointed them a daily provision of the king's
meat and wine. All in an effort to convince the four to sell out to
worldliness, I mean Nebuchadnezzar.

 

 But Daniel had already sold out to another king! And
because of his devotion to the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS,

 Daniel purposed in his heart not to eat of the king's meat
or drink of the king's wine.

 

 Melzar, the king's man to prepare them was justifiably
worried. If Daniel and his freinds weren't properly nourished, the
king would notice and Melzar would be in for trouble. So Daniel
proposed a test;

 He and his friends would eat the pulse(vegetables) and
drink water for 10 days- if they were not healthy, they would be in
Melzar's hand.

 

 Not only were they healthy, verse 20 says that the king
looked at Daniel and his frinds and found them to be;

 

TEN TIMES BETTER

 Than all his magicians and astrologers that were in the
land.

 

 I want to preach to you on the subject;

TEN TIMES BETTER!

 

 I don't know about you, But I long to be better!

 

I am not too smart, but I am smart enough to know that I am not
the best there is.

 I AM NOT EVEN THE BEST THAT I CAN BE!

 

 I want to be… I long to be BETTER! I don't worry myself
about being ten times better than others. I do want to be better,
even ten times better than I am today!

 

 How about You?

Wouldn't you like it to be said of you that you are ten times
better than you were before?

 

 I want to suggest to you that there are ways to improve
yourself;

 In the sight of man, but more importantly,

IN THE SIGHT OF GOD!

 

 God is very much interested in our improving our standing
before Him! In fact, I believe that GOD HAS INCLUDED THIS STORY IN
DANIEL SO THAT YOU AND I CAN LEARN FROM IT HOW TO BE TEN TIMES
BETTER!

 

 Consider first with me, that Daniel and his friends were
ten times better

I. BECAUSE OF THEIR TRAINING.

 We commend Daniel that he would not defile himself, BUT
SOMEONE HAD TO TELL HIM THAT HE WOULD GET DEFILED if he ate the
King's meat and drank the king's wine.

 

 It should be obvious to all of us that proper
living is proceded by proper training!

 One of the greatest needs in our world today IS FOR PEOPLE
TO TEACH WHAT IS RIGHT AND WRONG!

 

 It must

1. BEGIN AT THE HOME

 With parents that set Biblical guidelines and make their
children live within them.

 

 Parents are doing their children such a disservice to let
them run wild!

 

 Kids need to learn right and wrong!

 

 It should continue

2. INTO THEIR EDUCATIONAL YEARS

 It does not seem reasonable to me to tell a child what is
right and wrong

 AND THEN TURN THEM LOOSE WITH A BUNCH OF TEACHERS AND
OTHER CHILDREN WHO WILL TELL THEM NOT TO BELIEVE YOUR VALUES!

 

  It should continue further

3. INTO THE CHURCH YOU BELONG TO

 Where the Pastor should be willing to, and the church
should give him the authority to,

PREACH ALL THAT HE BELIEVES SHOULD BE PREACHED!

 

 You see-

None of us will know how we can be defiled by wrong unless
somebody tells us!

 

 Worldliness will still defile you!

 

 It is still wrong to eat the king's meat and drink the
king's wine!

 It will defile you to compromise with this world and enjoy
the pleasures of sin, even for a season!

 

 Daniel knew He would be defiled because he was properly
trained on what is right and wrong.

 

 That training played a large part in making him ten times
better.

 

 Secondly, they were ten times better;

II. BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH.

 You see:

1. HE BELIEVED HIS TRAINING!

 One of the reasons I believe in good training-

 One of the reasons I believe we should put our kids under
godly teachers IS BECAUSE THEY WILL BELIEVE WHAT THEY ARE
TAUGHT!

 

 Faith is believing something enough to live by it.

 All you need to do is look around at how the majority of
people live and you can see THEY HAVE FAITH IN WHAT THEIR WORLDLY
TEACHERS HAVE TAUGHT THEM!

 

 Just read what some of the pro-evolutionists have been
writing in our open forum of the Astorian and you'll know-THEY HAVE
FAITH IN WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT!

 

 On the other hand, look at Daniel AND YOU SEE A YOUNG MAN
WHO WAS TAUGHT RIGHT FROM WRONG AND HAD FAITH IN IT!

 

 Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God.

 

 We had better make sure we hear and our kids hear the Word
of God!

 

 Daniel also

2. BELIEVED GOD.

 Enough to put Him to the test.

 

 I am afraid that a good many of us do not really have much
faith in God.

 Most of us are religious.

 Many of us are devoted to our church.

 

BUT I AM AFRAID THAT VERY FEW OF US PLACE A WHOLE LOT OF FAITH
IN GOD!

 

 The shame in that is that faith in God is so
important!

a. IT IS THROUGH FAITH THAT WE ARE SAVED.

(Eph 2:8)

 The Bible says Abraham believed God and it was counted to
him for righteousness. (Rom 4:3)

 

 Galatians 3:7 says

"they which are of faith… are the children of God"

 

 The only hope for eternal life, the only hope you and I
have for heaven IS TO BELIEVE GOD, AND TO COME TO HIM, HIS
WAY-THROUGH CHRIST.

 

b. WE ARE ALSO TO LIVE BY FAITH.

Galatians 3:11 says

"The just shall live by faith"

 

 That means we believe God and act accordingly!

 

 It is wrong to say "I'm living by faith", if we are doing
our own thing!

 

 Daniel and his friends were living by faith! They were
practicing what they had been taught.

 You will be living by faith when you too are practicing
what you have been taught from the Bible.

 

 It takes faith to go out and tell people about Jesus. When
we do it, we are living by faith!

It takes faith to give your kids a christian education.

 When you do it, you are living by faith.

 

It takes faith to give the tithe to the church. When you do it,
you are living by faith!

 

c. WITHOUT FAITH, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE
GOD.

 Hebrews 11:6

 

 There is no salvation outside of Faith in God.

 But there is also no lifestyle that pleases God but a life
of faith.

 

Faith is believing God enough to live His way!

 

Finally, DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS WERE TEN TIMES BETTER

III.BECAUSE OF THEIR OBEDIENCE!

 They did not just talk about right and wrong, they did
what was right!

 The Book of James tells us,

FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS
DEAD.          

Praise the Lord!

Daniel knew the truth of that. He had been taught that
compromise and sin would defile him.

 He had the faith to believe what he had been taught, and
here we see HE PUT HIS FAITH TO WORK. And obeyed.

 

1. HE REFUSED TO COMPROMISE THE PRINCIPLES OF HIS
FAITH.

 Whether it made the king angry or not, he would not
compromise what was right.

Christians,

 We must learn that we do not well to compromise what is
right with the world!

 

 We are NOT going to do any real good to put Christian
words to the Devil's music!

 

 We aren't going to accomplish anything lasting to dress
like the world and look like the unsaved, hoping we can win them
that way.

 

 Compromising with the world, just to keep them happy with
us, WILL DO NO GOOD!

 

2. DANIEL ALSO REFUSED TO GIVE IN TO SIN.

 That's the drinking of wine in Daniel's case.

 

 It is sin to drink an alcoholic drink, even in moderation,
and even socially.

 

 When we commit sin, we become defiled, unclean, and
separated from God.

 I believe in Separation. I want to be separated from sin,
BUT NOT FROM GOD!

 

 And we have that choice. (2 Cor. 6:14-18)

 

If we have fellowship with sin, we do not have fellwoship with
God.

 If we have fellowship with God, we do not have fellowship
with sin.

 

 Which would you rather?

 

3. DANIEL WAS REWARDED FOR HIS OBEDIENCE.

(vs 17)

 God gave them knowledge and skill in learning and wisdom.
So they were found to be ten times better than the magicians and
astrologers!

 

 GOD IS!

 And He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him!

 

How about you?

 

 Wouldn't you like God to reward you like this?

 

You need to ;

Submit to the right training

Practice the right faith, and

Obey the right standards

 

 

 










Chapter 3
WHEN SEASONS CHANGE


Daniel 2:19-21

 


[1]Nebuchadnezzar had had a dream which greatly troubled him,
but he could not remember what the dream was, only that it had
bothered him.

 

He called together his astrologers, sorcerers, and other
magicians to help him remember the dream, and to interpret it.

 

When they failed, Nebuchadnezzar ordered them all killed. 
Daniel, however, was able to get the execution order postponed
because he had not yet been given an opportunity to ask the Lord
about the dream.

 

God answered Daniel's prayer and told him what Nebuchadnezzar's
dream was, and Daniel then reported to the King that the Lord
"changes the times and the seasons."

 

Whenever those seasons change, it troubles us, doesn't it?

 

We like to have our lives predictable, comfortable, and
controllable.  But God's Word says that he changeth the times
and the seasons.

 

There are only two kinds of places on this planet that
have only one season.

 

—Those desert areas of the world, where the weather is so hot
and dry that nearly nothing can survive in them.

 

—The other areas are the Arctic and Antarctic.  While these
places are not hot and dry, they are so cold and icy that, again,
nearly nothing can survive in them.

 

God changes the seasons

And, while we might not always look forward to those changes,
they sure are important!

 

God not only changes the seasons of the weather,

He changes seasons in our lives.

 

Seasons with different kings and rulers

Seasons with different stages in life

Seasons of personal growth, and seasons for healthful rest.

 

There are the season of life

Youth - a time of rejoicing and growing -
little responsibility

Adulthood - a time of starting a family,
founding a Career - heavy pressure

Middle Age - Raising teenagers, peaking in your
careers - stressful and satisfying.

Old Age - hopefully, and time of resting and
enjoying the remainder of life - could be the best years of all
life!~

 

Sometimes these changes in season bring to us a LOT of
anxiety.

 

I can remember my 29th Birthday like it was yesterday!

We lived in the duplex on 9th and Grand, here in Astoria. 
I sat in the Bathtub that morning, thinking LAST YEAR OF MY
YOUTH!

 

In just one year I would be 30 years old - the age of adulthood,
according to the Jewish perspective.

 

I had one year to "make something of myself."

 

And I wasn't sure it could be done. That summer I contemplated
leaving Astoria.  I felt like I had failed as a church planter
and that, perhaps if I went back to Bible College, maybe to PCBBC,
I would meet the pastor of a big church, he would like me, and give
me a job on his staff.

 

I praise God that I did not leave, just because I was
uncomfortable with the change in seasons that was about to take
place!

 

That year our ministry EXPLODED. 

We acquired this property,

We saw our attendance begin to grow

 

And we watched as the Lord allowed us to build the ministry we
know today.

 

GOD CHANGETH THE SEASONS.

And it often troubles us!

 

So what we have to do is come back to the fact that God uses
those changes to grow us and to mold us more into the image of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

 

I have four things I want to bring to you tonight:

I. WHEN SEASONS CHANGE, YOU LOSE THE ADVANTAGES OF THE PREVIOUS
SEASON

Acts 24:25

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this
time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.
(KJV)

 

Felix had an opportunity to accept Christ as His Saviour right
then, but, as far as we know - he never did find a more convenient
season.

 

There are some things that we can never get back, once the
season of opportunity is gone.

 

—Anita  and I were in a season of pretty high income for a
while, when I was an ironworker, and she taught in the public
school system.

 

I have wished countless times that I knew then, what I know
today about good stewardship of income.

 

Once the year is over, you cannot go back and change the way you
spent the money you made that year!

 

So you have to learn to take advantage of it when you have
it!

 

— A young person who is in school will likely never have the
opportunities to learn and grow to become more than just surviving
than he or she has while they are young.

 

Larry and Debbie Cave are an example that you CAN go back and
get that education and make yourself a career -

 

But they will tell you, I am sure, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH
EASIER TO DO WHEN THEY WERE YOUNGER!

 

Young people, take advantage of the season you are in right
now!

 

Don't just throw away your youth on frivolity and play.

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE ADVANTAGES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO YOUTH!

 

And LEARN to be somebody that changes heaven and earth for
Christ!

 

— A retired person has more opportunities to serve the Lord than
almost any other non-ordained Christian.

 

Yet many retired Christians waste their golden years WANDERING
AROUND THE COUNTRY sight-seeing!

 

Why not turn those years into full time service for the
Lord?

 

I like what Brother George is doing.

 

He is using the precious time God has given him to help us get a
building up!  PRAISE GOD!

 

We need a full time secretary at this church desperately.

 

It isn't a difficult job.

More than anything, we need someone who will answer the phones,
and be willing to make calls.

 

A little bit of typing maybe - less now probably,

But it is VERY needed.

 

However, we may not be able to pay a secretary for YEARS!

 

This would be a great job for a retired person!

 

Use the season God has given you to it's fullest
advantage!

 

It won't last forever, because God "changes the times and
seasons"

 

II. WHEN SEASONS CHANGE, YOU BECOME AWARE OF THINGS
DIFFERENTLY

Job 12:20

"He … taketh away the understanding of the
aged."

 

When seasons change in your life, you see things
differently.

 

—I remember when my family moved from West Richland, Washington,
to Waitsburg, Washington.

 

     My Mom and Dad moved there
before we kids did.  They wanted us to be able to finish out
the school year where we were, so we stayed with our Grandmother
Jewel.

 

     Every weekend Grandma Jewel
would drive us to Waitsburg.  Almost two hours each
way.

 

     I can remember as a 14 year
old thinking that was the longest drive in the whole
world!

 

Know what?

When Brother Rod and I drove to L.A. last January,
that trip didn't seem any longer to me than those two hour trips to
Waitsburg did when I was 14!

 

You see, my perspective on time has changed over the years.

 

—I told this story a couple of weeks ago, but it will serve here
too.

When Anita and I first moved to Astoria, we went to
Longview to visit Pastor Dan Lydick, who was there at that
time.

 

Brother and Mrs. Lydick have two kids.  They
were around 5 or 6 years old back then. Anita was pregnant, but we
didn't have any children to raise at that point.

 

We and the Lydicks went out to a restaurant to
eat.

 

And, to me and Anita, THEIR KIDS WERE VERY
DISTRACTING!

 

As I remember it now, it was not like they were
being monsters, tearing the place apart.  But they were
talking to each other, and sometimes interrupting our conversation
and I thought to myself.

 

WHY DON'T THEY MAKE THEIR KIDS
BEHAVE?

 

Because of that incident, I was VERY picky with our
boys in restaurants when they were little.

 

But as time went on, I began to realize that those
kids were NOT misbehaving.  I was not used to
children.

 

And MY PERSPECTIVE on good behaviour of kids began to
change.

 

How you see things, those things you are most aware of CHANGE as
the seasons of your life change.

 

We are now going through a "change of season."

 

There will be some discomfort.

A few tears and maybe some rough edges to work off.

 

BUT I WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO THANK GOD FOR THIS
CHANGE!

 

He will use it to increase all our awareness of

 

The needs of people,

The priorities of ministry, and

The problem of easiness in our lives.

 

Praise God that HE is willing to stir us out of comfort and get
us revived to the work of the Lord.

 

When seasons change, you lose the advantages of the last
season.

When seasons change, you become aware of things differently.

 

Third,

III. WHEN SEASONS CHANGE, YOU NEED TO ADAPT TO THE NEW
SEASON

Phil 4:11-13

Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be
content.

I know both how to be abased, and I know how to
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer
need.

I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me. (KJV)

 

Things ARE going to change a little around here.

 

I have spent a great deal of time searching the mind of the Lord
about the future care of this church.

 

—I believe it is my responsibility to leave Bayview Baptist
Church in the best hands possible.

—I believe the Lord has already led in that direction and that a
great man, Brother Andy Roberts, has been prepared by the Lord just
for this task.

 

He will keep the church headed in the same direction we have
set.

 

He will win souls

He will comfort those in need

He will continue to plant new churches in the Northwest.

 

But he will NOT be a carbon copy of ME.

 

1. Be CONTENT with the new season.

You can do that!

 

Follow him like you have followed me.

 

Be a blessing to him like you have been a blessing to me!

 

2. Be CONSISTENT in the new season

Normally speaking, some people always leave a church when a new
pastor comes.

 

DON'T LET THAT BE TRUE OF YOU!

 

Just because the pastor changes does not mean

Your duties should change

Your doctrines should change

You devotion should change, or

Your dedication should change

 

I have been amazed, this past week, as God has stirred people up
to godliness because of this change.

 

Let THAT be your reaction and NOT the other!

 

3. Be COURAGEOUS in the new season.

You can to ALL things through Christ!

 

Get out there and let God USE you right now, to win more souls
to the Lord.

 

To get this new auditorium built,

 

And to make a major impact in Astoria!

 

I want to see this church RUNNING 1000 some day!

 

I want to see the MAYOR coming to Pastor Roberts, and asking him
how he thinks he should proceed with some agenda for the city.

 

I want to see Bayview Baptist Church be the EXAMPLE for the the
Northwest in soul winning and new church planting.

 

But it won't happen if you all chicken out!

 

—When seasons change, you lose the
advantages of the last season.

—When seasons change, you become aware
of things differently.

—When Seasons change,  You Need To
Adapt To the New Season

 

Finally tonight

IV. WHEN SEASONS CHANGE, IT CAN BE A WONDERFUL
ADVENTURE

Proverbs 20:29

The glory of young men is their strength; and the
beauty of old men is the grey head

 

Every different season of life has its own rewards and
blessings.

 

If you never step into the next season, you miss out on the
unique blessing that belong only to it!  True, adventures can
be frightening.

 

But the thrill is always WORTH the fright!

 

1. Expect the Changes.

Don't expect them in the sense that you guard yourself against
them.

 

But expect them in the sense that you prepare yourself for
them!

 

Look forward to them like you would if you were going on a
wonderful vacation!

 

2. Embark on the Season

Jump into the new season with both feet and all the gusto you
have got!

 

Take full advantage of the benefits and blessings that the new
season offers you to serve the Lord.

 

And go for it BIG TIME!

 

And then, lastly

3. Enjoy the new season!

Don't moan about what used to be

Get motivated about what is!

 

"… He changeth the times and the seasons … "

 

I suppose all of us would like it if we could have a nice,
predictable life, with no changes and no challenges.

 

But that IS NOT GOD's WAY.

 

So don't hold on to the old season

JUMP IN WITH JOY INTO THE NEW SEASON

 

And let God Bless you as you Bless OTHERS

 







[1] Outline Originally by Michael O'Neal

 

















Chapter 4
WHERE THE LIGHT LIVES





Daniel 2:19-23

 

Daniel was one of those men who lived life on the edge.

 

Not that he wanted to live that way - it was where God seemed to
have placed him in life.

 


	He served in high places and among people with
influence but

	His head was on the chopping block a half dozen times
that we know about.



 

A. As a kid, his native city of Jerusalem was invaded
and defeated.

Many people died

Daniel was captured and carried off to Babylon

 

B. In Babylon, Daniel was trained to be a servant to the
king.

Part of his training involved eating the king's meat and
drinking his wine.

 

Daniel refused to "defile" himself with either one. Appealing
instead to eat pulse - something like beans and peas.

 

His refusal could have cost him his life.

 

It proved instead to bring him favor with the court.

 

C. In chapter two, Daniel once again finds himself on
the edge.

 

The King has had a dream that has troubled him.

 

His problem, he can't remember the dream.

 

So he calls for his wise men.

The king insists that the wise men tell him

1. What his dream was

2. What was the meaning of the dream

 

The wise men were more than willing to come up with a meaning
for the dream - but the question of coming up with the dream itself
was a different matter.

 

They knew that if they came up with the wrong one - the king
would make them out to be phony's.

 

And the king, in a rage, commanded every wise man in the kingdom
to be slain.

 

Daniel and his three friends; Hananiah
(Shadrach) Misheal (Meshach) and
Azariah (Abednego) had not been there when the
King first called his wise men.

 

But they were on the docket to be slain like the rest.

 

It is probably at this point that Daniel's favor with the prince
of the Eunuchs came in handy.

Instead of just killing the off, Daniel was given the
opportunity to ask why he was being killed.

 

Daniel asked for time, and then said, with some confidence, that
he would show the king the interpretation.

Vs 16

 


	He did not say, "I am not sure if this will
work."

	He did not say, "Let me give something a
try."



 

He said, "Give me some time and I will give the King his
interpretation."

 

That's pretty bold!

 

And I think that is probably why when, in verses 19 God revealed
to him the secret, Daniel burst out in verse 20-23 praise to
God.

 

I want to focus my attention today on Daniel's exclamation of
praise.

 

I have divided verses 20-22 into three parcels for your
delivery:

 

Notice first

I. A PRAISE

Vs 20

"Blessed be the name of God forever and
ever……"

 

God's answer to Daniel's prayer literally saved


	His life

	His friend's lives and likely

	The lives of the rest of the wise men in the
realm



 

I realize Daniel did not ask for any of this


	He had not asked to live in Babylon

	He had not applied for the position of "wise man."
And

	He certainly had not planned to be in the position of
getting and answer from God or getting his neck
stretched.



 

The one thing I know is sure is that when Daniel said,
"Blessed be the name of God forever and
ever……"

 

There was sincere praise going on.

 

Sometimes here in church our praise is so - planned, isn't
it?

 

At the appropriate times we bow our heads and praise the
Lord.

When songs of praise are announced, we stand and sing "Praise
Him, Praise Him, Jesus out blessed Redeemer."

 

When was the last time you burst into praise for God because His
answer to you was so desperate?

 

By the way, notice that this is not about


	Getting extra money so he could go out to
dinner

	Receiving an unexpected gift, so you could enjoy
it

	Getting approved for a loan, so you could buy a new
car



 


	Number one

	His answer was life and death

	Number two

	His answer reached beyond him

	Number three

	His answer was the Word of God



 

I believe God


	Let's us find extra money

	Gives us unexpected gifts and

	Oversees the affairs of life so our needs are
met



 

But Daniel was out on a limb so far that if God did not hold him
up, he and countless others were coming crashing down.

 

I promise you, his praise was powerful!

 

Notice secondly

II. A PRONOUNCEMENT

Daniel 2:21-22 KJV

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the
wise, and knowledge to them that know
understanding:

He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth
what is in the darkness, …

 

I had already finished today's Sunday School lesson when I began
preparations for this message.

 

I was pretty well into my studying when I realized I could use
the same format for this message as I had done for my Sunday School
lesson.

 

In the 3:29-36, John the Baptist burst out, "Five 'He's'
and a 'Him'" concerning Jesus Christ;


	HE…IS THE BRIDEGROOM

	HE…MUST INCREASE

	HE…IS ABOVE ALL

	HE…HATH SEEN AND HEARD

	HE…WHOM GOD HATH SENT

	HE…HAS NOT THE SPIRIT BY MEASURE



 

Here Daniel gives us "Five 'He's' and a 'Him'"
concerning God

 

A. He changeth times and the seasons

Sometimes we call them dispensations.

 

God has dealt with men differently in different periods of
time.


	He dealt with Adam and Eve differently before they
sinned than He did after.

	He dealt with mankind differently before the Flood than
He did after

	He dealt with Israel differently before they had the
Law than He did after

	He dealt with people differently before the cross than
He does after

	He deals with people differently now than He will after
the

Rapture of the saints

	He will dealt with people differently in the
Tribulation than He will after He comes to rule in His kingdom
and

	He will deal differently with people in His 1000 year
kingdom than He will through all of eternity



 

God's plan never changes.

But the times and the seasons of that plan do change, according
to His own purpose and will.

 

Daniel blessed the name of God because He is sovereign over His
plan.

 

B. He removeth kings, and setteth up kings

This is in direct response to the interpretation of the king's
dream.

 

Nebuchadnezzar had received in that dream, a revelation from God
concerning the great Gentile kingdoms that would rise up in this
world.

 


	The first was Nebuchanezzar - the Babylonian
Empire

	After Him was Darius - the Medo-Persian
Empire,

	Then Alexander the Great - The Grecian Empire
and

	Finally the Caesars and - the Roman
Empire



 

The dream described that final Empire being divided and existing
into the future, though in a much more brittle state.

 

That's where we are today; still ruled by a Roman system.


	Our calendar

	Our clock

	Our political system



All have ties to the old Roman world.

 

C. He giveth wisdom and knowledge

There is no wisdom and there is no knowledge but that wisdom and
knowledge that comes from God.

 

The wisest man alive understands His wisdom is a gift.

 

Anita and I watched a short segment of 20/20 last night with
this little eleven year old girl who sings like she was a 30 year
old, professional opera singer.

 

She said she discovered her "talent" after, at the age of eight,
her family went to see "The Phantom of the Opera."

 

She came home singing the songs like she had been trained in
them.

 

They interviewed a professor whose career has been to study
people with extraordinary "talents" and he said, it is not because
her vocal chords are different than anyone elses, it is because her
brain is.

 

He said her brain just had the right wiring to make the


	Vocal chords

	Diaphragm

	Lungs and

	Ears



all work together so she could hear the music and make the same
thing come out of her mouth

 

She did not do it, God did it in her.

 

That is true of all wisdom and knowledge. God gives it.

 

Some have to go to school and study hard to make things come
together, but the ability to study and practice and for it to all
eventually come together - that is a gift from God.

 

D. He revealeth the deep and secret things

Vs 22

 

Which goes to two circumstances for Daniel


	God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar what would be the future
kingdoms

	God revealed to Daniel the interpretation of what He
revealed to Nebuchadnezzar



 

I am glad to say that God has given to you and me "deep and
secret things" in this Bible.

 

All things that pertain to life and godliness are here.

 

But then God has given to us, if we will be spiritual, the Holy
Spirit of God, to reveal to us what are those "deep and secret
things" in the Bible.

 

Anybody could possess a Bible, just like even Nebuchadnezzar
could have the dream.

But it took a man who walked with God for God to show HIM what
the dream revealed.

 

E. He knoweth what is in the darkness

 

Daniel, through Nebuchadnezzar's dream, had the chance to peer
into the future and, he saw some dark things.

 

There was some evil involved in the coming of these future
kingdoms.

One of the frightening things about the darkness is, we don't
know what's in there.

 

999 times out of a thousand, nothing dangerous or really bad is
in the darkness.

 

But we don't know.

 

We peer into it and imagine all sorts of things that are almost
never true.

 

In those times it is a huge comfort to know that

God knows what I can't know and sees what I can't know and
see.

 

I can trust Him to get me safely through the darkness of this
world.

 

I have asked you to consider with me Daniel's praise

And then we have skimmed through Daniel's pronouncement

 

I want us to finally look at what I will call

III. A PRECIS

 

This is a brand new word for me (I needed it or my alliterated
outline)

 

It means "a summary."

 

And I want to summarize and conclude the message today with the
last phrase of verse 22

 

"…and the light dwelleth with
Him."

 

That is a curious phrase.


	It does not say that God dwells in the
light

	It says light dwells with God



 

I am immediately drawn back to John 1:1 KJV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

 

We know the Word is Jesus Christ who was with God and was
God.

 

But John chapter 1 goes on to say of the Word, Jesus Christ

John 1:4-7 KJV

In him was life; and the life was the light of
men.

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all men through him might believe.

 

Conclusion

I see in this a pattern for Christian worship.

 

First, find something to truly praise the Lord
for.

Stick your neck out for the Lord.

 

I did not say stick your neck out and see if the Lord will help
you; I said stick your neck out for the Lord - for His cause.

 

And when He holds you up, you will have reason to really praise
Him

 

Second, speak about the greatness of God.

Get to know God and speak about Him.

 

Finally, finish everything you say with Jesus
Christ.

He is, after all, Alpha and Omega, the
Beginning and the End

 

 










Chapter 5
HOW GOD MAKES US GREAT





Dan. 4:28-33

 

 

When I read vs 33, I underlined the words

"The same hour was the thing fulfilled …
"

 

I like to underscore places in the Bible where God kept His
Word.

 

***It gives me assurance He will keep His Word for
me.

***It reminds me he will keep His word about heaven and
hell.

***It emphasizes to me that God's Word is true.  He
keeps it pure and accurate and right.

 

I underlined that phrase and then, as time went on, I began to
think about it.

 

But instead of being led to preach about how God keeps His
Word,

 

I saw something else about Nebuchadnezzar that I felt like I
ought to preach on.

 

You know, despite the fact that Nebuchadnezzar was an
unbeliever,  he was a great man.

 

Historians tell us that he was one of mankind's military
geniuses.

 

They say that by the time he was 21 years old, he had led
Babylon to conquer most of the known world of his day.

 

He was someone that God used in to chasten the nation of
Israel.

 

But God used Him in an interesting way, not only to
punish the nation as a whole, But also to
promote a young man named Daniel so he
could be used of God.

 

In Daniel 4 we find Nebuchadnezzar going from someone who is
great in his own eyes, to someone who is great in the eyes of his
kingdom and , I believe, in the eyes of God (saved).

 

Look at verse 36

"… and excellent majesty was added unto
me."

 

I believe God blessed him more by the end of the chapter than he
had at the beginning.

 

And I want to use this to lead us into a message about HOW GOD
MAKES US GREAT.

 

I. NOTICE NEBUCHANEZZAR HAD

 

1. Great Dreams!

Dan. 4:2-5

 

I know the challenge can be made that Nebuchadnezzar's was a
dream from God which tried to get him to repent.

 

But at the same time it was a great dream.

 

God was speaking to him through his dreams.

 

Not through some nightmare he had in the middle of the night
because he ate too much pizza, but because God wanted to get hold
of his heart.

 

When God wants to make us great, he gives us a great dream!

 

He gives us

a vision

a desire

a goal.  To do something great for him.

 

Those God has used to do great things have always dreamed
big!

 

William Carey, the father of modern missions, and a Baptist
preacher.

 

Was the first man to go out and raise support to become a
missionary.

 

Carey went to Burma with the gospel.

He buried two wives there

He ran a Christian School and College

He preached revival meetings in the interior of the
country

He also translated the Bible into several different
languages AND ran a printing press to distribute the Word of
God.

 

Carey never once came home on furlough!

 

One time Carey said

Expect Great Things From God, and Attempt Great
Things From God!

 

Knowing the greatness of His God, Carey dreamed of doing great
things for God, and was willing to attempt great things for
God!

 

You will never be greater than the Dreams you have for
yourself!

 

So many people accomplish so little with their lives, BECAUSE
THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THEY CAN ACCOMPLISH ANY MORE!

 

The great thing about being a Christian is WE SERVE SUCH A GREAT
GOD, WE CAN, WITH HIS HELP, ACCOMPLISH THE GREATEST OF THINGS!

 

Secondly, Nebuchadnezzar had

2. Great Humility

Dan. 4:33-34

Of course, God had to give him this humility by humbling him,
but the truth is

 

NO ONE BECOMES GREAT UNLESS THEY HAVE GREAT HUMILITY!

 

Humility doesn't mean that you do not try great things.

HUMILITY MEANS YOU KNOW WHO GIVES YOU THE ABILITY TO DO
THEM!

 

I liked what Larry Cave said yesterday in our devotions at the
Bible Institute.

 

He said that God doesn't use us because we are so great.

God uses us BECAUSE THE NEED IN THE WORLD IS SO GREAT!

 

Humility remembers that all the great things we might do for the
Lord

ARE ALL REALLY DONE BY THE LORD THROUGH US!

 

I notice thirdly that, when it was all done

Nebuchadnezzar had

3. Great Majesty

This was the result of finally becoming humble and giving the
praise to God

 

The word majesty means

greatness,

increasing, or

to grown up.

 

That is what finally happened.

 

Nebuchadnezzar became more MATURE as a
result of the experience of being humbled!

 

You know what happened?

 

I got to thinking about that and realized that this is not the
only time in the Bible

 

This same process was used by God to make a person great!

 

II. NOTICE ABRAHAM ALSO HAD

 

1. Great Dreams.

Gen. 12:1-4

 

God had promised him something very great!

 

To have a children as the sand on the sea
shore

To have a kingdom that would be the greatest on the
earth, and

To have a son which would be the blessing to the whole
world!

 

Abraham believed God enough to believe that God would give him
the promise!

 

He moved from his father and his home town to the Promised
Land

 

And he waited, and waited and waited!

 

Until God had finally brought into his life

 

2. Great Humility

As he realized , at the age of 100, that it would be impossible
for he and his wife to have a son!

 

But, Abraham believed God and, even though it would have been
physically impossible, God kept his promise and Abraham had that
son!

 

All of this brought into Abraham the quality I will call

3. Great Obedience

Abraham was known for his faith.

 

Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for
righteousness.

 

But on the other hand, Abraham is also known for his obedience
to God.

 

Abraham obeyed God in leaving the land of his father.

Abraham obeyed God in faithful worship to the Lord and

Abraham obeyed God in offering Isaac as a Sacrifice

 

All it takes to be saved is faith.

BUT GENUINE FAITH OBEYS THE LORD!

 

Let me give you another

III. NOTICE THAT JOSEPH HAD

 

1. Great Dreams

Genesis 37:5, 9

 

Joseph was ridiculed and reviled by his brothers and even
rebuked by his father for telling his dreams.

 

God had told him through them that he would one day

 

Reign over his brothers and

even his father would bow down before him.

 

They misunderstood what the dreams meant.

While Joseph would indeed one day be an authority over them, IT
DID NOT MEAN THAT HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF BETTER THAN THEY!

 

We have this terrible inclination to despise those in
leadership.

 

But Joseph's position of leadership was not a curse to them, but
a blessing!

 

Because he was an authority over them,

***He could provide for them in a drought.

***He could provide land for them, to feed their
animals.

***And he could provide protection for them, so they
could stay grow strong as a people!

 

That's what leadership does for us.

 

It feeds us

It gives us the means to feed those that are ours,
and

It protects us from enemies of our
soul.

 

It is nothing to despise!

 

Joseph had great dreams, followed by

2. Great Humility

As he was thrown in a pit and then sold as a slave by his
brothers.

And

As he was falsely accused and then thrown into prison by his
masters

 

I'll bet there were times during his slavery and then
imprisonment that Joseph wondered if his dreams would ever come
true!

 

But they did!

 

He became second in charge of Egypt

 

And indeed, his brethren did bow before him when they came to
buy food.

And even his father bowed before him, when he came to be
protected by his son in his old age!

 

Through all of this, Joseph developed

3. Great Service!

Joseph served his father well

 

Joseph served his master well,

 

Joseph served the Pharoah well,

 

but most importantly

 

JOSEPH SERVED THE LORD WELL!

 

Let's go to another one and

 

IV. NOTICE JOB HAD

 

1. Great Dreams

Job 1: 1, 5

 

Job was a godly man, and had the same dreams for his family.

 

Job sacrificed on a regular basis for his kids.

He prayed for them and wanted to see them be godly as well!

 

Man, I think that is a great man!

 

One of the greatest things a parent can desire is for his kids
to be right with God!

 

But Job also knew

2.  Great Humility

As his wealth was taken from him,

His health was taken from him, and

Even his children were all taken from him.

 

Job was reduced to sitting on the ashes, scraping the sores on
his body!

 

His friends turned against him, and even his wife tormented him
and said

"Why don't you just curse God and
die!?"

 

But Job's situation turned into

3. Great Grace!

One of the most important things Job ever said was

"The Lord gave, the Lord taketh away, blessed be the
name of the Lord!"

 

God allowed Job the grace to endure all of the afflictions he
suffered with grace and patience.

 

And in the end, Job had twice as much as he had begun with.

 

Including children!

 

Here is another one

V. NOTICE THAT MOSES HAD

 

1. Great Dreams

Heb 11:24-26

Moses had grown up in the house of Pharoah, but somewhere, in
his young manhood, he chose to forsake what he cold have had in
Egypt, to deliver the Jews from their slavery.

 

Moses attempted to deliver the Jews in his own power.

 

He had the right idea

 

He just had not yet learned that he needed the Lord's power to
deliver them yet!

 

So next we find that Moses had

2. Great Humility

As he spent the next 40 years in the wilderness, hiding from
both Pharoah and the Jews alike!

 

By the end of the 40 years, Moses had almost forgotten his
dream!

 

Until God came to him in the burning bush and reminded him.

 

From then on, Moses was known for

3. Great Communication With God!

The Bible says that there was never another man like Moses, who
spoke to God face to face.

 

Read Moses' life and you will see a man who got to God like no
other man ever has!

 

From

the Burning Bush

To the Mount Sinai experience

To his prayer for them in battle when as long as his
hands were up, they won.

 

Moses was able to convince the Lord to spare the Jews when they
had gotten God so angry at them that he was ready to kill them
all!

 

Moses' life is an example of one spent in trial, BUT ALSO IN
PRAYER!

 

And finally

VI. NOTICE THAT DAVID HAD

 

1. Great Dreams.

1 Sam 16:13

What a thrill it must have been for young David to be called out
from watching his father's sheep and to meet the Prophet Samuel and
be anointed the next King of Israel!

 

I can imagine the dreams David must have had about what he would
do when it was finally his turn to lead the kingdom!

 

Of course, he had to wait his turn.

 

But he would gladly do so

 

Serving under king Saul in whatever capacity he could!

 

He even defeated Goliath, not as a means to undermine King Saul,
but really in an effort to help the king!



But then came the next phase in his life when David had

2. Great Humility.

Saul was not right with God, and he knew it.

 

Because of that, it was easy for him to become jealous and
defensive around those who were right with God.

 

It wasn't too long before Saul was angered at David and trying
to kill him, so for the next 14 years, David lived in caves a
canyons, hiding from the King!

 

But it all worked out right and David was eventually known for
his

3. Great Heart.

David was known as a man after God's own heart!

 

And I'll tell you, I can't think of anything I would rather be
known for!

 

How Does God Make us Great?

 

1. He Gives us a Great Dream.

He gives us a desire to do something great for him.

 

But then

2. He gives us a Great Humility.

He teaches us that we must rely upon Him rather than our own
abilities.

 

Until he finally has us ready and then he uses us to do

 

3. Great Things

 

***It has to begin by asking God to give us a dream and a desire
to do something great.

***Then we have to be willing to let God try us until we have
the humility to be used of the Lord.

***And at that point, God can, and I believe will use us, TO DO
GREAT THINGS FOR HIM!
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the causes and some suggestions for dealing with anger.



	


Sermons From
First Samuel (2010)
A collection of messages preached from First Samuel over the
years.



	


Stand
Still (2010)
A sermon written for Memorial Day, 2007.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts I (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached over the years. Each of
these messages takes its key text from the Book of Acts.

Volume one covers chapters one through four.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts II (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached from texts found in the
Book of Acts.

Volume two covers chapters five through thirteen.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts III (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached based on texts found in
the Book of Acts.

Volume three covers chapters fifteen through twenty-eight. (There
is not message out of Acts fourteen in this collection.)



	


A
Holy Land Tour (2010)
A short series of messages describing key areas in the Life of
the Lord Jesus Christ and their significance to Christians
today.

Five chapters.



	


We
Have An Advocate (2010)
Sermons from the book of First John.



	


The
Great Awakening (2010)
Five messages on Revival.



	


How
To Grow In Grace (2010)
Using an article about baseball great Randy Johnson as a
template, this book gives several keys to spiritual growth. It is
based upon 2 Peter 3:18



	


Marriage: An
Institution of God (2010)
Simple lessons I use in pre-marriage counseling. It may be a
help to someone else.



	


Bury
My Bones Next To His (2010)
Identifying with those whose lives matter for the Lord.



	


The
Temple and Christ (2011)
Describing the Old Testament Temple of Solomon as a type and
picture of Jesus Christ.



	


Reasoning
Together (2011)
Various sermons from the book of Isaiah



	


Burden
Bearing (2011)
An exposition Nehemiah 4:10 and the believer's responsibility to
bear the burdens of one another.



	


Raising Kids
In Canaan (2011)
With as many influences as this world places upon our kids, it's
tough to raise them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Based in Genesis 34, this booklet attempts to identify some of the
key problems of raising kids today and answer those problems in a
Biblical manner.



	


Birth
(2011)
The babies born in the Bible and what their stories teach
us.



	


The
"I Will's" of God (2011)
God's plan for man is revealed in God's revelation of
Himself.



	


Still
More Giants (2011)
From First Chronicles chapter twenty, a challenge to stand in
confidence against those giants that attempt to overwhelm today's
believers.



	


Victory
Through Christ (2011)
The example of David in victories gained. You can win in your
life!



	


Can
These Bones Live (2011)
Seven various sermons preached from the Book of Ezekiel.



	


Through His
Blood (2011)
Twelve sermons preached from the book of Colossians.



	


Three
Young Men (2011)
Youth. The importance of the youth in our society is often
overlooked. They are relegated to some time in the future when we
no longer are able to prevent their influence in our world.

These three Biblical characters demonstrate how powerful a young
person is, and how important that they are influences for God.



	


What
It Means To Be A Man (2011)
Jesus Christ is the perfect example of real manliness.



	


Long
Enough (2011)
From Deuteronomy chapter two. Encouraging believers to out of
apathy and sloth in their faith.



	


Heirs
Together (2011)
Eight Sermons I've preached from the book of First Peter.



	


I
Heard All About It (2011)
The Apostle Paul addressed a troubled and distressed church in
the book of First Corinthians. Though he had personally established
this church,and testified to its spiritual gifts, it quickly became
fraught with compromise and worldliness.

These pages attempt to expound the book chapter by chapter for the
reader.



	


New
Testament Survey (2011)
This is a simple and short survey of the whole New Testament. It
is intended to familiarize the reader with the location of each of
the New Testament books in the Bible.



	


Old
Testament Survey (2011)
A short survey through the Old Testament with the simple intent
of familiarizing the reader with the location of each of the Old
Testament books of the Bible.



	


Skipping
Through The Psalms (2011)
A series of messages I preached in 1994-1995. Thirty messages in
all.



	


Getting the
Bugs Out (2011)
One message dealing with Proverbs 6:16-19.



	


A
Desire For Glory (2011)
I have no desire for glory this side of heaven. But I do desire
to glorify Jesus Christ. The following pages contain a set of
twenty nine messages I have preached from the book of Second
Corinthians, one of which is entitled "A Desire for Glory." May God
bless these messages as much to the reader as they were to me in
the study and preaching of them.



	


Seven
things God Hates (2011)
An exposition of Proverbs 6 verses 16-19. Five chapters.



	


First
Corinthians Over the Years (2011)
This book contains twenty eight sermons I have preached over the
years that were based from a text in First Corinthians. Some of
them will be expository. Others will be textual and topical.



	


Christmas
Sermons (2011)
Various sermons for the Christmas season. Most of them are
original. Some of them are adapted from other sermons I have found
over the years.



	


Messages for
Mother's Day (2012)
Mother's Day is one of my favorite Sunday's of the year. I am
thankful for the mother God gave me and I am deeply in love with
the mother of my two children.

These are some of those messages I have preached on Mother's Day
since becoming a pastor. Some of them are original with me but I
confess to employing a lot of helps and ideas from other pastors to
develop most of them.



	


Sin
Remaining (2012)
A short message from John chapter nine and the last verse. Jesus
pronounces to the Pharisees that, because they said they could see,
their sin would remain.

Nothing could be worse than living with the burden of sin
unforgiven.



	


Messages from
Malachi (2012)
A collection of six various sermons I have preached from this
book. Three of them are a part of a series but I have lost the
remainder of that series.



	


Precious
Promises (2012)
Sermons preached from the book of Second Peter.



	


Contending
For The Faith (2012)
Four sermons from Jude.



	


Christians
First: The Priority of the Saint (2012)
We can be so confused about those things that really matter.
This booklet examines the biblical priorities of the disciple of
Jesus Christ.



	


David; A Man
After God's Own Heart (2012)
I have preached this message at a number of men's retreats.



	


Romans: A
Series of Sermons (2012)
Those various sermons I have preached from the book of
Romans.
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