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There’s a bit of pressure to get this story right because it
speaks to the reasons, various though they be, that most of us
ended up working and living out of Madcap Station. Which one of us
doesn’t feel a thread of ourselves in Will and his
impossible-to-summarize plight? [I overheard Ursula tell Jim that
she might send my story to her mother as a plaintext, if I get it
right, as some kind of explanation for her life choices. How’s that
for impossible standards of measure?] And though we sympathize with
Will, it’s Zoe we wish to be. Zoe with her seeming comfort in the
physical world, Zoe with her base of oddity that lets her build a
destination rather than forge a path. That, at least is what every
one would like Zoe to be. But such Zoes as that are too good to be
true. Zoe, like all of us, must machete-whack the weeds to get
anywhere in this damned world.

But back to my new rule: If you're going to steal a dead man's
story, make sure you read all of his notebooks first.

As you’ll recall, I’d said that Orlando kept detailed notes of
his trip up until he met Zoe on the beach. And then you might
remember me saying something about how he’d stopped taking notes
afterward. Well, dear reader, it turns out that that’s not entirely
accurate. He took notes, he just didn’t bother to write them
down.

The truth is, I did wonder why he had three notebooks in the
dust-proof envelope he always used. The first one, half-filled with
detailed notes made sense, but the other two were completely empty,
or so I thought based on a quick thumbing of the pages. Stupid me.
Here’s another new rule, if something seems a bit odd, it probably
fucking is. Orlando, for some reason I can’t possibly explain yet,
logged a single blank page for each day of his trip. His un-notes I
now call them. He even tore out the pages of the third notebook so
that page and day counts would correspond exactly. And to think I’d
almost thrown those last two into the compost heap. It’s a tragic
thought because, and here’s the kicker, a few of those pages do
have notes, the kind we word-dependent folks can actually read. And
somehow, on his 90th day abroad, Orlando discovered that Zoe’s
father is, in fact, not Zoe’s father. Naturally, this throws a bit
of a wrench into the narrative.
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