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He gave me her name. Zoe. He gave me her age. Fifteen. And he
gave me the story of their first introduction. An incredible
story.

We are always writing down quotes from one another at Madcap.
Story theft and sneaky cross-polination is part of the idea, after
all. But that’s the last quote I got from Orlando. The last idea I
stole from him. At Bunsen Station, a fever set upon him. And even
though Bunsen has the best medical accoutrements in the region,
three days after we’d arrived, Orlando died.

Flesh-eating bacteria killed him (a description Orlando would
have loved.) He’d gotten it from the door hinge probably, a silent
little thing his body had no effective way to fight. A fierce
trifle. But even if we glorify it with flesh-eatingness, we must
admit there was no animosity, no will. Just dumb luck, dumb luck,
dumb luck.

CHAPTER 2 - PATTERNS

My impulse is to start with Zoe’s parents — how they met is a story
to tell, for sure. But in a nod to Orlando, I’ll begin where we
[not yet ready to take the full reigns] met her, in Baja.

Fish camp. These still exist. The catch isn’t what it used to be
and certainly nowhere near the epic takes recorded by port
documents and the old writers like Steinbeck. Fish, like our
children, no longer run in schools (for altogether different
reasons, of course) but there is still a catch to be had by the
scrappy family with no recourse but the sea for a chance gamble on
the week’s protein. You might wonder why the Devs never came to
this region, why scrappy is a necessary condition for survival in
these parts. It’s a good question, one I [i.e Orlando] was
attempting to answer. And, apparently, one Zoe’s father was trying
to answer as well. Interestingly, the answer is mixed up with
religion, surfers, drugs, and geopolitical chance. But when I met
Zoe at the fish camp, of course, that connection wasn’t quite so
clear.

This was my third attempt at fish camp introductions. The first
two had disappeared. They’re not so hard to find because you know
they’ll be near the sea, but it’s a pretty long coast and the fish
camps are highly mobile. It’s a moving waiting game. I’d ridden
along the rutted dirt track that parallels most of the Baja
coastline looking for signs of inhabitance. I’d found two, only to
have them vanish, literally, when my back was turned for mere
minutes.

When I found the third camp, it was Zoe who explained things.

“Hey jackass,” she shouted. I turned, startled to see a skinny
kid with short brown hair sitting on the tailgate of a small,
large-tired truck. “What the shit do you think you’re doing? Come
over here, quick.”

“Who are you?” I said. Then, thinking myself rude, held out my
hand. “I’m Sandler.”

A look of horror crossed her face and she seized my hand, pulled
me close to her, and planted me with a long, serious kiss to the
lips. A lover’s kiss from a girl with no tits to speak of. “They
can’t think we’re strangers,” she said.

“Who would?” I said.







From the same author on
Feedbooks


	Segue
(2008)
A segue. A short story about a transitional moment.



	


Ned
the Automator (2008)
In a world where relationships have been automated, only Ned
Barton has the nerve to set fire to the nerve center -- and the
heart to write a letter to his grandma.



	


A
Fabrication: and other stories (2008)
7 short stories.



	


Plain
Text - Day 1 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 12 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 2 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom



	


Plain
Text - Day 4 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 5 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 6 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 13 (2009)
In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in Baja. A fifteen year old girl
named Zoe, her biologist father, and a coastline of drugged-out
fishermen help us reconcile the conflict between physical reality
and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 14 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 15 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 16 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com/500words/

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 17 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com/500words/

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 7 - 12 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 18 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 20 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 19 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 21 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 22 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 23 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 24 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.



	


Plain
Text - Day 25 (2009)
Uploads of my daily work on a new novel. Approx. 500
words/day.

See all at: http://thungy.com

In a world of free food and networked living, something
interesting is happening down in

Baja. A fifteen year old girl named Zoe, her biologist father, and
a coastline of drugged-out fishermen help us reconcile the conflict
between physical reality and virtual freedom.









  

    [image: FeedBooks]
 
 
    www.feedbooks.com

    Food for the mind


  


OPS/images/logo-feedbooks.png
Eeedbomls





OPS/images/logo-feedbooks-tiny.png
E{;edbooﬂs





