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As you can see, there are mysteries here. But we also have a
problem, you the reader and I the writer. Orlando didn’t leave us a
lot of information. There was his first mention of Zoe on the cat
ride, and the notes I retrieved from his room. Notes, I might add,
that begin with incredible detail (what he ate, times,
temperatures, moods, barometric pressures — a mass of data to mine
for correlations) but from the time he runs across Zoe camped out
by the fish people, his notes suffer a fantastic nosedive into
vagary. In fact, Zoe is the last name he records. No name for her
father, her mother, the name of her dev. Nothing. He recorded the
name of every single vendor to sell him supplies up until zoe,
after Zoe, not a single entry. I assume he ate after that point but
there’s no way to tell by the notes. He mentioned La Paz, but
there’s no record that I can find of anyone there who’s studying
fish.

Orlando did, however, leave us with a mystery, a vacuum of
information that pulls us along, into the story. Orlando liked to
say that a good writer doesn’t need facts, he needs a mystery,
ignorance, and a compulsion to know more. So, reader, it’s time to
go omniscient. We’ll put this story together with our sparse list
of facts and let the machinery of our heads fill out the rest. It
is, after all, the same process used by the scientists at Bunsen.
The ratio of fact to speculation is different but the fundamentals
are the same.

CHAPTER 3 - THE BIOLOGIST

Each and every thing its own complete science…

Each and every thing its own complete science…

Each and every thing its own complete science…

He looked up from the paper but held his pen poised for more.
He’d need more. He’d write it out across the whole stack of paper
if he had to. Whatever it took to get his head around the idea of
his father, now dead.

Each and every thing its own complete science…

His mantra, his father’s mantra. But it failed in its magic.

He’d gotten the call two days before winter break. His first
thought was one of relief that it had happened after finals. He
took the train home, a four-day ride into Kansas, and attended the
funeral with a few of the old timers from town. He inquired about
the estate, attempted to attend to details of practicality, but his
father had taken care of everything. Hired Juana and her boys to
run the farm until his son was finished with school, arranged his
own cremation, and left a final note which read, “So long. And
thanks for all the fish.”
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