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[I was going to say wrench rather than twist here but wrench
suggests damage and, hence, compromise. If anything, I believe this
alteration will improve the story.]



#



Lest you start thinking that Will is our pure hero and Madeline
just some brick wall we echo his ideal attributes off of, you
should know that in many important ways, Madeline was right about
Will. He did need to grow up. He was raised on a farm with a lonely
old man, went off to college when he was eighteen years old, stayed
there for eight years, and then returned to the farm. That’s a
pretty closed circle. From the day he met Madeline, Will spoke of a
future that included only the farm. Naturally, like any unfamiliar
and mysterious thing, the farm life excited Madeline. When Will
spoke of early rises, the damp heat that blasted your face when you
opened the barn door on a cold morning, or listening to the soil
crackle after a watering, she was truly transported. She imagined
these romantic ideas as well as the difficult realities a farm
imposes. Madeline was well braced for all the farm life would
entail. She turned away not out of a sudden destruction of some
unrealistic dream, but because she wanted the kind of adventure
that farm life could have offered if it hadn’t been prefabbed by
Will’s father and a lifetime of intent. She wanted her own thing.
While the farm was unfamiliar it was also static. The Small Bytes
movement (as it was known back then), however, was happening now
and where it would end up was unknown. The innovators, that
diverse, disconnected mass of people that made the Small Bytes
thing come alive, bandied about all kinds of wonderful claims. The
end of hunger, of materialism, inequality, environmental
destruction, all of these were placed on the block to be
decapitated by this new way of thinking and living. It’s difficult
to imagine now but your normal, even mundane way of life was
birthed out of this kind of experimental optimism. But the energy
to make such a new world and the energy required to live in it are
different energies entirely.



When I think of this discrepancy I think of a story (A Baja one at
that) I’ve been trying, and failing, to tell for fifteen years. The
failure is tragic because the story’s potential is so great.
Eighteen years ago I took my first trip to Baja. The girl I took
along was a photography student and she lugged long an old 35mm
film camera. We were seven days into the trip when, tired and
hungry, we stopped at a restaurant near Bahia de Los Angeles. We
ate, camped, and only realized upon our return, that we’d left an
exposed roll of film at the restaurant. Then, like today, we
couldn’t just call the place up to inquire about the film. So we
built romantic plans around it instead. We often discussed planning
a return foray — a mission to retrieve the lost film. The plans
were beautiful to behold. But the girl and I never made it and
neither did our plans. But then, three years later, I was in Baja
on my own and happened to pass through Bahia de Los Angeles. And he
restaurant happened to still exist. And so, on a whim, I stopped in
for a meal. When the waitress brought me my tacos, I asked simply
if they happened to remember a canister of film left there three
years before. The waitress looked at me with confusion, then regret
and said that no, there was no such canister. I finished my meal
and when the waitress came to retrieve my plate, she gave me a
funny look and said, “Is this what you are asking about?” She
pulled from her apron pocket a dusty, scratched plastic film
canister that looked identical to the one we’d left. I returned
north with the film in hand and, upon development, found that it
was, indeed, the forgotten film.
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