

[image: Feedbooks]

Plain Text - Day 14

Wiley Davis





Published: 2009

Tag(s): plain text




This story would have been better if I’d made up the ending. Now
it’s about the photos, not the mysterious whereabouts of an old
film canister.



#



The train car had a distinct smell of cleanliness. And the people,
Will noticed, were younger and more smartly dressed than usual.
Outside the window, the experimental sheds had staked their claim,
graduating from experimental to fixture of the landscape. Where
there’d been golden acres of wheat, there was now glass — miles and
miles of glass pipe, collecting the Sun’s energy and conveying the
liquid chemistry of photosynthesis.



When the train stopped in Parker, more than a dozen people got off.
The train company had built a station where once there’d been a
weather-beaten platform and in front of the building, taxi cabs and
their drivers waited to whisk away what the train disgorged.

Will stepped off the train carrying a small backpack filled with
clothes and looked for a familiar face. The one he found was
Manuel’s. He waved and walked toward the young man who was almost
his own age. Manuel did not wave back. He nodded his head toward
the truck and walked ahead as Will followed two steps behind. “How
have things been Manuel?” he said.



Manuel kept walking, “You don’t answer your phone.” Will tossed his
pack into the bed of the truck and climbed into the passenger side.
Manuel started the engine and clunked the transmission into gear.
“We’ve got problems cuz. A big problem.”
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