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The pry marks were still there, the splintered wounds long ago
rounded, smoothed, and grayed. Juana had been released sometime
last night. Will would have gone to see her but Manuel said she
would allow no visitors at the hospital, not even her sons.



Manuel stepped through the doorway. “You’re up early,” he
said.



Will studied Manuel’s face. He was growing a mustache, thick,
black, but not yet the kind of bushy baleen that traps its weight
in crumbs. His head, shaved closely, looked somehow lumpier than it
had yesterday morning, that wakeful reformation not yet taken
place. “If you insist on feeding the animals then I insist on
making the coffee,” Will said.



“That’s a deal to beat the kings.” He pulled his mug off of a hook
by the door and poured himself a cup from the pot on the stove. He
sat down across from Will, took a quick sip, and said, “She wants
to tell you herself, what happened.”



“Is she okay?”



“They let her come home, right?”



“I guess so.”



The coffee pot licked as it cooled. Manuel sucked his coffee down,
got up to refill it, and sat back down. “Good coffee,” he said.
“Better than what Robert makes.”



“Where is Robert?”



“He went out.” Manuel shook his head. “This place is changing Will.
Changing big time.”



“I noticed all the people,” Will said.



“It’s more than just people Cuz. It’s the legislature too.” Manuel
got up, rinsed his cup, and hung it back on the hook. “I gotta get
to the animals. But go in and see my mother. She’ll be
awake.”



Will finished his coffee, repeated Manuel’s actions, and pulled on
his coat.



He walked in the dark to the cottage where Juana still lived even
though Will’s father had given her repeated admonitions to move
into the big house after he’d gone. She claimed a fear of ghosts
which, given her intense Catholic upbringing, was closer to the
truth than her sons or Will’s father would be comfortable
admitting. Though her claim of fear was how she played in the joke
of it. It was reverence she actually felt. And not for the dead
Gary, he’d been too much of a sly coyote (thoroughly lovable though
he was) to invoke reverence. It was his wife, the woman who lived
and died in the big house. The woman who, for Juana, had been a
tragic stand-in for a mother she’d met only once, and violently at
that. Juana was seventeen when Mary died, one year before Manuel
was born. She’d been hired to help Mary milk the cows, a Summer job
that somehow turned into a life. For Juana, the sentence of that
life is capitalized with the death of Mary. Even though her sons
and Gary never understood why, Will knew Juana would never move in.
She was twice Will’s age but they’d always shared a certain
camaraderie born of the fact that Juana had known his mother almost
maternally. With Juana, he could speak of Mary in a way he never
could with his father.
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