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Will knocked on the cottage door. Juana had painted it red when
she moved in years ago. Every year she repainted the door, same
shade, never explaining her reasoning. The latch clicked and the
door pulled open. Juana stood in the doorway, her black hair pulled
up into a haphazard bun, anchored by two sticks. “Hello Will,” she
said. “Come in.” She shut the door behind him and told him to sit
down.



Will sat and tried to discern what all the trouble might be. If
anything, he thought, Juana was suffering from exceptional health.
She looked younger than he’d ever remembered her looking.



“Will, I cannot coat this with sugar so here it is. Yesterday I was
raped.” she gave that a moment to sink in, more for herself than
for him. He tried to say something but she cut him off. “Will,
shush.” Juana smiled a calm smile that dumbfounded and calmed him.
“It happened by Creek nine. I was jogging, he came out of the
brush. There are a lot of people here these days, Will, and not all
of them nice. They haven’t found him yet but he’s missing an eye
now, so he should be easy to identify.”



“You poked his eye out?”



Juana smiled again, a shy, giddy smile. “Yes.” She made a poking
motion with her index finger and laughed. “But Will, these things
are not the important things. I am fine, old one-eye had no
disease. But Will, there’s a thing I have not told Roberto or
Manny. You need to promise me you’ll let me tell them when the
times are right.”



“I promise.”



“I’m pregnant. And I’m keeping the baby.”
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