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Old One Eye was found two weeks later. A cold morning, dew frosted
onto the endless glass pipes, turning them milky green. The pipe
inspector who found him was loathe to get out of his truck, content
as he was with his heated cab, his thermosed coffee, and the radio
news. He almost drove past the body. He was in a mood to let a man
sleep, as long as the bum wasn’t damaging the pipe, he didn’t care
one way or another. Cold mornings engendered amnesty. No one likes
to get out of their blankets in such a cold, he thought. But then
he noticed that the man under the pipe had no blankets.

He drew his gun, scanned around, saw nothing, and got out of the
cab, spilling coffee on the seat in the process. Shit, he said out
loud. He radioed it in: dead man, late twenties, cut throat,
missing right eye, near sector 254.

The police investigated. They determined he was murdered but after
Juana identified him as the man who raped her, and after such
things were proven by laboratory technique, the investigation lost
steam. Parker was big enough now that there were plenty of
upstanding citizen deaths to investigate and One Eye’s demise just
never seemed to get resolved.
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The time never really became right for Juana to tell her boys about
the pregnancy so one day, over breakfast eggs, she just told them
in her point-blank style. “Roberto, Manny,” she said. “I’m
pregnant.”

The implication was clear to both of them. They knew their mother
well enough to know that she was keeping the baby. And not to give
up for adoption but to raise, as her own, as their sister.

Roberto put his fork down.

“Where are you going?” Juana said.

“Out,” Roberto said.

“Out where,” Juana shouted as he walked out the door. “To play
hoodlum? Typical Mexican.”

Manuel finished his eggs, cleared his and Roberto’s plates, and
went to feed the animals.
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