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Ursula tells me that the whole rape event is a bit much. She
assures me that no woman would keep the baby or be anything other
than pure emotional wreck. There are hints in the way she says this
that point to her having personal experience in the matter, which
puts me on delicate balance in my defense of Juana’s character. I
assure her that Juana is based, heavily, on a real person I knew
well.

“Oh right,” she says. “How convenient.” She’s angry now. Not
raging, but definitely angry.

“Far from it,” I say.

And then she comes out and says it. “I was raped, you know.”

This is the point where I do nothing but listen, the point where I
could tell her about my mother, and my younger brother, and how
their story mirrors that of Juana’s like a crystalline lake does a
blue sky. But I’m wise enough these days to realize that you don’t
engage in battles that center around who has the better rape story.
So I listen. And I learn about a side, I am sure of it, that my
mother hid from me and my brother.

Two hours after Zoe was born, Juana called Will into her hospital
room for a serious discussion. Will knew it was serious because
Juana looked fearful, a look she never displayed this side of her
red door. “Will,” she said. “I have a big favor to ask of
you.”

“Go ahead,” Will said.

And here Juana paused. Again Will noted that dreadful look.
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