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“Go ahead,” Will said.

And here Juana paused. Again Will noted that dreadful look.

“I need you to be Zoe’s father.”

“Of course,” Will said.

“No, Will.” Juana looked at the door then back to Will. She took a
breath, her eyes open. “I’ve made a mistake, Will. I held her… ”
Juana looked down at her hands. “She had one eye. Do you
understand?”

“Juana..”

“No, Will. I’ve lost.” Where the sound of her voice foretold tears
there were none. “You have to take her with you.”

“But Robert… ”

“Roberto loves her, Will. Roberto will protect her. Manny loves me
and I’m afraid to be left alone with her.”

Will, for Juana’s sake, steered things back to details. “What do I
tell her?”

“The truth, eventually. But be slow, Will. Children are no good
with complicated emotions.”

“Will you visit?

“Yes. Look, Will. I can love her if she’s your daughter, do you
understand? This is a favor for me.”
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“Are we giving up?” Will said.

Roberto looked across the cab at Will. “Yes. But because we know
we’d lose.” He looked down at Zoe, five months old in her plastic
carrier. He poked a thick, brown finger at her nose. “Huh girl,” he
said. “It’s loco to fight the man before you’re ready.”

Will looked out the rear window to make sure their load was secure
under the canvas tarp. The whole farm reduced to one truck bed. One
tragic highway accident and all his father’s work would be lost,
strewn across the asphalt. But maybe a plant would take root amidst
the wreckage, somewhere between Parker and La Paz. Maybe nothing is
ever lost. Maybe nothing ever gives up. The optimists way. It’s not
believing that things will work out for the best. It’s believing
that there is no best.

Manny had been right. Parker had changed and it turned out that the
change to worry about had been the legislature or, more
specifically, the taxes. If it wasn’t a part of the P-Revolution
then it got taxed. The kind of taxes designed to push out the
unproductive, the backward, the trendless. They weren’t evicted and
there was no physical force in it. Taxes go up, like they do, and
the pipes got breaks while the plants didn’t. The pipes made money
while the plants didn’t. You can see how this equation balances.
The farm had always paid its way by selling organic produce, but
that revenue stream had been in decline since before Will left for
college. A common, giddy, refrain on the street was, “Who pays for
food these days?” The answer being, of course, “Not us!”

The food was tasty too, and nutritious, even back then. The
argument against it relied on doomsday scenarios, apocalyptic
visions, which is why it seemed, aside from Will and Roberto, that
bucking the trend was reserved for religious nutjobs and the Amish.
But Roberto, who it seemed had been ignoring the farm, out running
around like a common gang member, had actually been making
contacts.
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