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We let the fire die. I wrap tortillas in foil and warm them in
the coals. We eat them with butter and watch the ocean and I try to
situate this place in my mind.

Baja is defined by coastline. Cold crashing waves on the west
side and warm polluted water lapping the east. In between a harsh
desert, almost no water, and steep, uninviting mountains. The north
edge, the gateway into this stern paradise is capped by the
violence of Tijuana, Muslim-Catholic hatred killing off any chance
for fiber or solarization. Inside this peninsular funnel, is left a
new kind of ecosystem evolving separately from mankind’s current
track.

Yesterday, Zoe let slip some of her father’s philosophy. The
scale of the epic, she’d said, is shrinking. When asked what that
meant, she said the Small Bytes movement would come and go in our
lifetime.

Like a fad, I asked.

No, she said. Like the loss of civilization to the Mongol
Hordes. We will lose only two generations of culture but the impact
will be as if we’d lost a thousand.

Are you quoting your father?

Yes.

Do you believe it?

Yes.

And how will this happen?

Violently.
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