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| haveno intention to revealmy reallife identity here,but | might giveyou a
fewwordsaboutmyself.I'm aman1] in his latetwenties,still singleandnotin
ahurry to stopbeingitE if | find theright girl | might changemy mind about
that. Themilitary paysmy wagesput my colleagueand| tendsto considetthat
to bean officeris morea lifestyle than a job (onepossiblereasorfor this is the
factthat the paycheckareridiculously small). Fantasyand fantasticfiction has
alwaysbeernoneof my favoritethings to read,a fact clearlyvisible from the con-
tendsof my bookshelved hereyou will find, amongothers,works of Stephen
Donaldson,Terry Pratchett,RaymondE. Feist, StevenBrust, J.R. R. Tolkinen
(of course) Michael Endeand Poul Andersonis present.Furry is a natural ex-
tensionof fantasyin my eyesgvenif few of the 'establishedWwriters usefurries.
If things are going to befantastic,why keepall theseboring humansaround?
Another racewill alsohavea different logical procesgshan humans,which is
why | startedwriting this story. The story was intendedto be a rather short
story at first, merelyto put alight on problemswith inter-specieselations. It
did grow in thetelling thoughBsonow it containsmuchmoreof methan | had
planned forE
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| stoodon a hill-lock, watchingthe forest. The forestof my dreamlookedust
like the forestproper,yet it felt moresinister. It wasasif everyshadowcastby
the treeswasnot a shadowput a mirror oppositeof the tree, blackassin, with
gnarledbark and a rotten core.l shudderedrealizing, evenin my dream,that
this was how the lupas saw the woods.I turned, or rather, the woodsturned
aroundme, bringing mefaceto facewith threefigures,mereshadowsagainsta
strangelight emitting from somewheréehindthem.Around the feetof the fig-
ures| sawotherfigures.Deadlupasand brokenfiguresin heavyhoodedloaks
littered the ground, their blooddarkeningthe soil. Thethreefiguresraisedtheir
arms; their fingers pointed straight towards me, and said, as with one voice,
OChosevisely, Man. For the issueis againin the balanceand your thumb is
upon the scales.Orhe light faded away, and the woods spun again. As it
stopped,the deadhad gone,but the three figures remained.One in a heavy,
hoodedloak.Twoin scalemailXavieraandKidera.Theylookedwell, dead but
still alive, asif | sawthem betweerthe slivers of time. | wantedto speakask
themwhat washappeningput | foundthat | couldnot utter asound.A melodi-
ous voice behindme boomedOOneofferscompanionshig@nd compassionThe
otherwants to give and receivelove, passionand raw lust. Thelast is the big
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enigma for shedoesot knowherown mind. Choosevell, O Man, or bedoomed
for eternity.O
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| found myselfwalking amonggiant threeswhosedarge crownsweresohigh
asthey werealmostout of sight. Carefully | placedmy handon the skin of the
nearest,half expectingit not to be real. The bark was warm and pulsating
slowly, muchlike a heartbeabut muchslowerand moresubtle.l keptmy hand
onthethreewhile | breathedslowly, simply enjoyingthe feelingof life undermy
hand.Thena voicewasheard,softerand lessloud than before'Man, theehast
still not chosenedlime growsshort." | did not move,but simply said"That's
right, but everychoicd seebeforeanehasa drawbackof somesort.” "Your lack
of choiceis too a choice."l thoughtaboutit for a while, then said softly "True,
bur it is a choicewhich leavesothersopen.""For a timeE which is why we
broughttheehere.""And whereis herethen?" | asked:'Here is the placetime
forgotE " As the voicedied,| startedwalking amongthe threes.The wood of
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this dreamwas unlike any other woodsl had seenawakeor asleepSuddenly
somethingwinged almostthe sizeof a lupa cameflying at high speedetween
the giant trunks, passingscantfeet'sin front of me. Startled, | steppedoack-
wards andE
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